
 

 

           

         

  

 

        

       

    

 

         

           

    

 

 

       

          

       

  

 

          

     

        

          

          

 

 

      

     

       

        

 

 

         

 

           

             

 

 

        

          

      

 

 

           

    

  

 

        

       

      

Returned Purple Hearts and other medals 

December 13, 2016 (Springfield) – Korean War – Returned Purple Heart and Combat Infantryman 

Badge to Barbara Ann Reynolds, daughter of Korean War Veteran Corporal John W. Naylor of Springfield. 

Cpl. Naylor served in the Army. 

April 5, 2017 (Chicago) - Vietnam – Returned Purple Heart, Vietnam Service Medal, and National 

Defense Medal to Vietnam Veteran Specialist Harold J. Walker (of Vicksburg, Mississippi, formerly of 

Chicago). SPC Walker served in the Army (1969-70) in the 23rd Infantry Division. 

May 22, 2017 (Peoria) – World War II – Returned Purple Heart to Constance Barr, daughter of World 

War II Veteran Corporal Edward H. Dunn of Peoria. Cpl. Dunn served in the Army (1943-45) as part of 

Battery A of the 808th Field Artillery Battalion in Europe where he was a Scout (reconnaissance) and Rifle 

Sharpshooter. 

November 6, 2017 (East St. Louis) - Vietnam – Returned Purple Heart to Tommie Turner, brother-in-law 

of Vietnam Veteran Specialist Willie G. Riley, formerly of East St. Louis. SPC Riley served in the Army 

(1967-69). The medal then was presented to his widow, Lori, and children at Calverton National Cemetery 

in New York on Veterans Day. 

December 19, 2017 (Springfield) - Vietnam – Returned Purple Heart to Bertha Richard, niece of Vietnam 

Veteran Private First-Class Andrew Gust Richard of Elkhart. PFC Richard served in the Marine Corps 

(1968) in B Company, 1st Battalion, 27th Marines, 1st Marine Division, 3rd Marine Amphibious Force as a 

Rifleman. He was killed in action (KIA) 6/19/68 (age 21) in Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam at Bac 

Dong Ban, Go Noi Island while participating in Operation Allen Brook. His tour in Vietnam began on 

2/26/68. He is buried at Camp Butler National Cemetery outside of Springfield. 

June 28, 2018 (Chicago) - Vietnam – Returned Purple Heart to Phyllis Furlough, daughter, and Kenneth 

Furlough, grandson, of Vietnam Veteran Private First-Class Phillip Allen Morris of Harvey. PFC Morris 

served in the Army (1964-67) in the 101st Airborne Division, A Company, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry (when 

received Purple Heart) as an Armor Crewman and Armor Intelligence Specialist and in the Army Reserves 

(1967-70). He was wounded in battle on January 13, 1966. PFC Morris passed away in 1997. 

March 11, 2019 (Joliet) – World War II – Returned Purple Heart to Barbara Martens, niece of First 

Lieutenant Walter B. Ingledew Jr. The Chicago native enlisted in the Army Air Forces in 1942 and served 

in the 428th Fighter Squadron, 474th Fighter Group, Ninth Army Air Force as a Fighter Pilot. He was active 

over Normandy on D-Day and received his Purple Heart after he was killed in action when his plane was 

shot down over France on August 14, 1944.  He was 23 years old. 

October, 2021 (Springfield) – World War II - Returned Purple Heart to family of Vincent Shayer, an 

Army veteran. He died in 2007 at the age of 87. After his service, he was a CTA bus driver for 30 years, a 

member of the Amalgamated Transit Workers Union and member of the American Legion, Edison Park 

Post #541. 

March 5, 2023 – (Springfield) –Vietnam - Returned Purple Heart to children of Army Specialist Kenneth 

R. Wiest. Specialist Wiest earned the Purple Heart while serving in Vietnam. He died in O’Fallon, Illinois, 
in 1998 at age 48. 

August 20, 2023 - (Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, Elwood) World War II Returned Purple 

Heart to daughter of Marine Corps Private First-Class Charles John Alexander. The announcement was 

made later, on Nov. 6, 2023. The Marseilles, Ill, native was an infantryman during the Mariana and Palau 



        

       

     

  

 

 

 
 

Islands campaign, also known as Operation Forager, in the Pacific Theater during World War II. A bullet 

ripped through his knee and he walked with a limp for the rest of his life. He returned home, worked for 

the Illinois Department of Transportation and was a life-long member of the Disabled American Veterans. 

He died at home in 1988. 




