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On the Passing of Representative Bill Black

SPRINGFIELD - I had the privilege of knowing and working with Bill Black and the honor to
call him a friend. My heart goes out to Sharon and all of Bill’s family on his passing.

| was blessed to have Bill as a mentor when | was elected to the State Senate. The Republican
Representative from Danville and the Democratic Senator from Champaign were able to get a lot
done for our constituents in Champaign and Vermillion counties. Bill was a loyal Republican,
who frequently served as a floor leader aggressively challenging Democratic legislation. But he
knew how to put aside partisanship to get things done for our constituents. I’'m grateful for all he
taught me and for his lifetime of service to his community and our state. Leaders like Bill Black
are all too rare today — and our world is all the worse for it.
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