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Then I thought about the approach the
late attorney Martin Ginsburg took on
such matters, and it helped me work
through my reluctance. Martin was
married to the late Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who explained how
their approach to a relationship had
helped her career. "I had a life partner
who thought my work was as important as
his, and I think that made all the
difference for me," she said.

Like many of us, I didn't get marriage
right the first time. But after meeting
Erica in 2020, I knew I was ready to get
married again, and last year we tied the
knot. When we met, Erica had spent
almost a decade working for the Kellogg
Company. She liked her job and was great
at it. She has earned a series of
promotions and was on track to become
one of the company's youngest vice
presidents.

Except for a brief stint in Battle Creek,
Michigan, Erica had spent her entire
career in Chicago. She was born in
Arlington Heights, grew up in Palatine
and graduated from Naperville North
High School. Professionally as well as
personally, Chicago is her home.

I, on the other hand, hail from Gifford, a
rural central Illinois community. I come
from many generations who have farmed
and worked there. After college and a few
years abroad, I returned home to make
my life in nearby Champaign. I started a
technology business, served as a county
board member, county auditor and state
senator. When I was elected state
treasurer in 2014, I felt proud to be one of
the few statewide officials from south of I-
80.
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With her career in Chicago and my life in
Champaign, we shuttled up and down I-57
between our respective houses. When
Erica became pregnant with twins, we
knew we had to choose a place to settle.
As we looked at our options, it became
apparent that being in Champaign would
have meant Erica abandoning the
company's leadership track that she had
worked tirelessly to be on.

My work as state treasurer matters to me,
to Erica and to others. But if my wife
continues to be successful at Kellogg, she
could help the company grow, invest and
hire more in Illinois. So, too, with all
women who contribute to our companies,
schools, governments and nonprofits. If
my wife and women like her reach their
fullest potential, we all do better because
of it. Maybe this is doubly important to
me because I have a daughter Ella, 14, and
I want her to know that her work matters
as much as any man's.

We're all familiar with the gender pay gap
and the lingering inequality between men
and women. Part of that is due to the
attitude that a man's career should come
first. About a decade ago, the Harvard
Business Review surveyed multiple
generations of male and female graduates
of Harvard Business School. Elite
business school grads are hardly a full
reflection of American society, but the
study provides insight into what a set of
ambitious men and women believe.

The study found that a majority of men --
including young men -- believed their
career should take precedence over their
partners'. Meanwhile, 40% of female
graduates reported finding that their
careers took lower precedence than their
partner's. The study also reported that
female graduates had, on average, less
responsibility and lower pay than male
alumni.
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There are multifaceted reasons for these
discrepancies, but unequal expectations
within marriage seem -- at least for one
group of educated people -- to have
contributed to unequal outcomes.

As an elected official, I tend to think in
terms of public policy and often ask how
government might address a problem.
There's a lot that government can do to
help women achieve equality at home and
at work. But decisions about career and
home are as much personal, domestic
decisions as they are fodder for public
policy.

When it comes to the career advancement
of our spouses, men -- even, apparently,
some of the most educated among us --
have a long way to go. Simply put, more of
us need to make the sometimes-
challenging sacrifices necessary to make
our partner's careers as important as our
own.

content continues after ad

In late spring of 2023 right before the
twins arrived, my wife was promoted to
vice president, and my daughter and I
moved to Chicago. To me, this move has
been about true partnership.

• Michael Frerichs has served as Illinois
State Treasurer since 2015 and recently,
with his wife Erica, purchased a home in
Chicago.
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Supporting women in 
their careers 
sometimes comes with 
a big move 

Michael Frerichs 

By Michael Frerichs 
Guest columnist 
Posted 9/25/2023 1:00 AM 

Sometimes in marriage, moving comes 
with the territory. The parent of one 
spouse gets sick, a job opportunity arises, 
a fresh start beckons. This summer, I 
uprooted my life for the woman I love --
and it was the right move. 

Leaving my lifelong home in Champaign 
County to live in Chicago was something I 
had never planned on. At first, I resisted 
the idea. 
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By Michael Frerichs
Guest columnist

est Chicago's Latino residents say they
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ifelong West Chicago resident Julieta
Alcantar-Garcia fears her city is on the
verge of becoming a dumping ground for
neighboring communities across DuPage
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A 74-year-old woman was killed in a
three-vehicle crash Wednesday in
Barrington Hills. The impact sent the
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Supporting women in
their careers
sometimes comes with
a big move

Michael Frerichs

Posted 9/25/2023 1:00 AM

Sometimes in marriage, moving comes
with the territory. The parent of one
spouse gets sick, a job opportunity arises,
a fresh start beckons. This summer, I
uprooted my life for the woman I love --
and it was the right move.

Leaving my lifelong home in Champaign
County to live in Chicago was something I
had never planned on. At first, I resisted
the idea.

content continues after ad

Thank you for supporting

An Employee Owned Company

Your subscription helps fund
quality, local journalism

content continues after ad

Breaking News Alerts!
Get breaking news headlines sent to
your inbox.

Email Required

SIGN ME UP

by signing up you agree to our terms of service

With her career in Chicago and my life in
Champaign, we shuttled up and down I-57
between our respective houses. When
Erica became pregnant with twins, we
knew we had to choose a place to settle.
As we looked at our options, it became
apparent that being in Champaign would
have meant Erica abandoning the
company's leadership track that she had
worked tirelessly to be on.

My work as state treasurer matters to me,
to Erica and to others. But if my wife
continues to be successful at Kellogg, she
could help the company grow, invest and
hire more in Illinois. So, too, with all
women who contribute to our companies,
schools, governments and nonprofits. If
my wife and women like her reach their
fullest potential, we all do better because
of it. Maybe this is doubly important to
me because I have a daughter Ella, 14, and
I want her to know that her work matters
as much as any man's.

We're all familiar with the gender pay gap
and the lingering inequality between men
and women. Part of that is due to the
attitude that a man's career should come
first. About a decade ago, the Harvard
Business Review surveyed multiple
generations of male and female graduates
of Harvard Business School. Elite
business school grads are hardly a full
reflection of American society, but the
study provides insight into what a set of
ambitious men and women believe.

The study found that a majority of men --
including young men -- believed their
career should take precedence over their
partners'. Meanwhile, 40% of female
graduates reported finding that their
careers took lower precedence than their
partner's. The study also reported that
female graduates had, on average, less
responsibility and lower pay than male
alumni.
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There are multifaceted reasons for these
discrepancies, but unequal expectations
within marriage seem -- at least for one
group of educated people -- to have
contributed to unequal outcomes.

As an elected official, I tend to think in
terms of public policy and often ask how
government might address a problem.
There's a lot that government can do to
help women achieve equality at home and
at work. But decisions about career and
home are as much personal, domestic
decisions as they are fodder for public
policy.

When it comes to the career advancement
of our spouses, men -- even, apparently,
some of the most educated among us --
have a long way to go. Simply put, more of
us need to make the sometimes-
challenging sacrifices necessary to make
our partner's careers as important as our
own.
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In late spring of 2023 right before the
twins arrived, my wife was promoted to
vice president, and my daughter and I
moved to Chicago. To me, this move has
been about true partnership.

• Michael Frerichs has served as Illinois
State Treasurer since 2015 and recently,
with his wife Erica, purchased a home in
Chicago.
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Then I thought about the approach the 
late attorney Martin Ginsburg took on 
such matters, and it helped me work 
through my reluctance. Martin was 
married to the late Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who explained how 
their approach to a relationship had 
helped her career. "I had a life partner 
who thought my work was as important as 
his, and I think that made all the 
difference for me," she said. 

Like many of us, I didn't get marriage 
right the first time. But after meeting 
Erica in 2020, I knew I was ready to get 
married again, and last year we tied the 
knot. When we met, Erica had spent 
almost a decade working for the Kellogg 
Company. She liked her job and was great 
at it. She has earned a series of 
promotions and was on track to become 
one of the company's youngest vice 
presidents. 

Except for a brief stint in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, Erica had spent her entire 
career in Chicago. She was born in 
Arlington Heights, grew up in Palatine 
and graduated from Naperville North 
High School. Professionally as well as 
personally, Chicago is her home. 

I, on the other hand, hail from Gifford, a 
rural central Illinois community. I come 
from many generations who have farmed 
and worked there. After college and a few 
years abroad, I returned home to make 
my life in nearby Champaign. I started a 
technology business, served as a county 
board member, county auditor and state 
senator. When I was elected state 
treasurer in 2014, I felt proud to be one of 
the few statewide officials from south of I-
80. 
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By Michael Frerichs
Guest columnist

West Chicago's Latino residents say they
don't want trash from Naperville,
Wheaton and other white communities
Lifelong West Chicago resident Julieta
Alcantar-Garcia fears her city is on the
verge of becoming a dumping ground for
neighboring communities across DuPage
...oman killed in Barrington Hills collision
A 74-year-old woman was killed in a
three-vehicle crash Wednesday in
Barrington Hills. The impact sent the

Never a typical day: How Huntley sports
family balances work, play
Before taking over the Huntley program,
Mike was an assistant coach for 10 years.

 Mike and Karen met at Huntley
High .

shooting in June

Willowbrook-area shooting in June
joined other residents Tuesday to ask
DuPage County Board members for

Supporting women in
their careers
sometimes comes with
a big move

Michael Frerichs

Posted 9/25/2023 1:00 AM

Sometimes in marriage, moving comes
with the territory. The parent of one
spouse gets sick, a job opportunity arises,
a fresh start beckons. This summer, I
uprooted my life for the woman I love --
and it was the right move.

Leaving my lifelong home in Champaign
County to live in Chicago was something I
had never planned on. At first, I resisted
the idea.
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Then I thought about the approach the
late attorney Martin Ginsburg took on
such matters, and it helped me work
through my reluctance. Martin was
married to the late Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who explained how
their approach to a relationship had
helped her career. "I had a life partner
who thought my work was as important as
his, and I think that made all the
difference for me," she said.

Like many of us, I didn't get marriage
right the first time. But after meeting
Erica in 2020, I knew I was ready to get
married again, and last year we tied the
knot. When we met, Erica had spent
almost a decade working for the Kellogg
Company. She liked her job and was great
at it. She has earned a series of
promotions and was on track to become
one of the company's youngest vice
presidents.

Except for a brief stint in Battle Creek,
Michigan, Erica had spent her entire
career in Chicago. She was born in
Arlington Heights, grew up in Palatine
and graduated from Naperville North
High School. Professionally as well as
personally, Chicago is her home.

I, on the other hand, hail from Gifford, a
rural central Illinois community. I come
from many generations who have farmed
and worked there. After college and a few
years abroad, I returned home to make
my life in nearby Champaign. I started a
technology business, served as a county
board member, county auditor and state
senator. When I was elected state
treasurer in 2014, I felt proud to be one of
the few statewide officials from south of I-
80.
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There are multifaceted reasons for these
discrepancies, but unequal expectations
within marriage seem -- at least for one
group of educated people -- to have
contributed to unequal outcomes.

As an elected official, I tend to think in
terms of public policy and often ask how
government might address a problem.
There's a lot that government can do to
help women achieve equality at home and
at work. But decisions about career and
home are as much personal, domestic
decisions as they are fodder for public
policy.

When it comes to the career advancement
of our spouses, men -- even, apparently,
some of the most educated among us --
have a long way to go. Simply put, more of
us need to make the sometimes-
challenging sacrifices necessary to make
our partner's careers as important as our
own.

content continues after ad

In late spring of 2023 right before the
twins arrived, my wife was promoted to
vice president, and my daughter and I
moved to Chicago. To me, this move has
been about true partnership.

• Michael Frerichs has served as Illinois
State Treasurer since 2015 and recently,
with his wife Erica, purchased a home in
Chicago.
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With her career in Chicago and my life in 
Champaign, we shuttled up and down I-57 
between our respective houses. When 
Erica became pregnant with twins, we 
knew we had to choose a place to settle. 
As we looked at our options, it became 
apparent that being in Champaign would 
have meant Erica abandoning the 
company's leadership track that she had 
worked tirelessly to be on. 

My work as state treasurer matters to me, 
to Erica and to others. But if my wife 
continues to be successful at Kellogg, she 
could help the company grow, invest and 
hire more in Illinois. So, too, with all 
women who contribute to our companies, 
schools, governments and nonprofits. If 
my wife and women like her reach their 
fullest potential, we all do better because 
of it. Maybe this is doubly important to 
me because I have a daughter Ella, 14, and 
I want her to know that her work matters 
as much as any man's. 

We're all familiar with the gender pay gap 
and the lingering inequality between men 
and women. Part of that is due to the 
attitude that a man's career should come 
first. About a decade ago, the Harvard 
Business Review surveyed multiple 
generations of male and female graduates 
of Harvard Business School. Elite 
business school grads are hardly a full 
reflection of American society, but the 
study provides insight into what a set of 
ambitious men and women believe. 

The study found that a majority of men --
including young men -- believed their 
career should take precedence over their 
partners'. Meanwhile, 40% of female 
graduates reported finding that their 
careers took lower precedence than their 
partner's. The study also reported that 
female graduates had, on average, less 
responsibility and lower pay than male 
alumni. 
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By Michael Frerichs
Guest columnist

West Chicago's Latino residents say they
don't want trash from Naperville,
Wheaton and other white communities
Lifelong West Chicago resident Julieta
Alcantar-Garcia fears her city is on the

Woman killed in Barrington Hills collision
A 74-year-old woman was killed in a
three-vehicle crash Wednesday in
Barrington Hills. The impact sent the
semitrailer truck into a westbound 2016
Ford F350 .

Never a typical day: How Huntley sports
family balances work, play
Before taking over the Huntley program,
Mike was an assistant coach for 10 years.
The Red Raiders are 5-1 so far this

 Mike and Karen met at Huntley

Willowbrook Corners residents seek
answers three months after fatal mass
shooting in June
The fiancee of a man slain in a
Willowbrook-area shooting in June

Supporting women in
their careers
sometimes comes with
a big move

Michael Frerichs

Posted 9/25/2023 1:00 AM

Sometimes in marriage, moving comes
with the territory. The parent of one
spouse gets sick, a job opportunity arises,
a fresh start beckons. This summer, I
uprooted my life for the woman I love --
and it was the right move.

Leaving my lifelong home in Champaign
County to live in Chicago was something I
had never planned on. At first, I resisted
the idea.
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Then I thought about the approach the
late attorney Martin Ginsburg took on
such matters, and it helped me work
through my reluctance. Martin was
married to the late Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who explained how
their approach to a relationship had
helped her career. "I had a life partner
who thought my work was as important as
his, and I think that made all the
difference for me," she said.

Like many of us, I didn't get marriage
right the first time. But after meeting
Erica in 2020, I knew I was ready to get
married again, and last year we tied the
knot. When we met, Erica had spent
almost a decade working for the Kellogg
Company. She liked her job and was great
at it. She has earned a series of
promotions and was on track to become
one of the company's youngest vice
presidents.

Except for a brief stint in Battle Creek,
Michigan, Erica had spent her entire
career in Chicago. She was born in
Arlington Heights, grew up in Palatine
and graduated from Naperville North
High School. Professionally as well as
personally, Chicago is her home.

I, on the other hand, hail from Gifford, a
rural central Illinois community. I come
from many generations who have farmed
and worked there. After college and a few
years abroad, I returned home to make
my life in nearby Champaign. I started a
technology business, served as a county
board member, county auditor and state
senator. When I was elected state
treasurer in 2014, I felt proud to be one of
the few statewide officials from south of I-
80.
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With her career in Chicago and my life in
Champaign, we shuttled up and down I-57
between our respective houses. When
Erica became pregnant with twins, we
knew we had to choose a place to settle.
As we looked at our options, it became
apparent that being in Champaign would
have meant Erica abandoning the
company's leadership track that she had
worked tirelessly to be on.

My work as state treasurer matters to me,
to Erica and to others. But if my wife
continues to be successful at Kellogg, she
could help the company grow, invest and
hire more in Illinois. So, too, with all
women who contribute to our companies,
schools, governments and nonprofits. If
my wife and women like her reach their
fullest potential, we all do better because
of it. Maybe this is doubly important to
me because I have a daughter Ella, 14, and
I want her to know that her work matters
as much as any man's.

We're all familiar with the gender pay gap
and the lingering inequality between men
and women. Part of that is due to the
attitude that a man's career should come
first. About a decade ago, the Harvard
Business Review surveyed multiple
generations of male and female graduates
of Harvard Business School. Elite
business school grads are hardly a full
reflection of American society, but the
study provides insight into what a set of
ambitious men and women believe.

The study found that a majority of men --
including young men -- believed their
career should take precedence over their
partners'. Meanwhile, 40% of female
graduates reported finding that their
careers took lower precedence than their
partner's. The study also reported that
female graduates had, on average, less
responsibility and lower pay than male
alumni.
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In late spring of 2023 right before the
twins arrived, my wife was promoted to
vice president, and my daughter and I
moved to Chicago. To me, this move has
been about true partnership.

• Michael Frerichs has served as Illinois
State Treasurer since 2015 and recently,
with his wife Erica, purchased a home in
Chicago.
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There are multifaceted reasons for these 
discrepancies, but unequal expectations 
within marriage seem -- at least for one 
group of educated people -- to have 
contributed to unequal outcomes. 

As an elected official, I tend to think in 
terms of public policy and often ask how 
government might address a problem. 
There's a lot that government can do to 
help women achieve equality at home and 
at work. But decisions about career and 
home are as much personal, domestic 
decisions as they are fodder for public 
policy. 

When it comes to the career advancement 
of our spouses, men -- even, apparently, 
some of the most educated among us --
have a long way to go. Simply put, more of 
us need to make the sometimes-
challenging sacrifices necessary to make 
our partner's careers as important as our 
own. 
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By Michael Frerichs
Guest columnist

West Chicago's Latino residents say they
don't want trash from Naperville,
Wheaton and other white communities
Lifelong West Chicago resident Julieta
Alcantar-Garcia fears her city is on the

Woman killed in Barrington Hills collision
A 74-year-old woman was killed in a
three-vehicle crash Wednesday in
Barrington Hills. The impact sent the
semitrailer truck into a westbound 2016
Ford F350 .

Never a typical day: How Huntley sports
family balances work, play
Before taking over the Huntley program,
Mike was an assistant coach for 10 years.
The Red Raiders are 5-1 so far this

 Mike and Karen met at Huntley

Willowbrook Corners residents seek
answers three months after fatal mass
shooting in June
The fiancee of a man slain in a
Willowbrook-area shooting in June

Supporting women in
their careers
sometimes comes with
a big move

Michael Frerichs

Posted 9/25/2023 1:00 AM

Sometimes in marriage, moving comes
with the territory. The parent of one
spouse gets sick, a job opportunity arises,
a fresh start beckons. This summer, I
uprooted my life for the woman I love --
and it was the right move.

Leaving my lifelong home in Champaign
County to live in Chicago was something I
had never planned on. At first, I resisted
the idea.
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Then I thought about the approach the
late attorney Martin Ginsburg took on
such matters, and it helped me work
through my reluctance. Martin was
married to the late Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who explained how
their approach to a relationship had
helped her career. "I had a life partner
who thought my work was as important as
his, and I think that made all the
difference for me," she said.

Like many of us, I didn't get marriage
right the first time. But after meeting
Erica in 2020, I knew I was ready to get
married again, and last year we tied the
knot. When we met, Erica had spent
almost a decade working for the Kellogg
Company. She liked her job and was great
at it. She has earned a series of
promotions and was on track to become
one of the company's youngest vice
presidents.

Except for a brief stint in Battle Creek,
Michigan, Erica had spent her entire
career in Chicago. She was born in
Arlington Heights, grew up in Palatine
and graduated from Naperville North
High School. Professionally as well as
personally, Chicago is her home.

I, on the other hand, hail from Gifford, a
rural central Illinois community. I come
from many generations who have farmed
and worked there. After college and a few
years abroad, I returned home to make
my life in nearby Champaign. I started a
technology business, served as a county
board member, county auditor and state
senator. When I was elected state
treasurer in 2014, I felt proud to be one of
the few statewide officials from south of I-
80.
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With her career in Chicago and my life in
Champaign, we shuttled up and down I-57
between our respective houses. When
Erica became pregnant with twins, we
knew we had to choose a place to settle.
As we looked at our options, it became
apparent that being in Champaign would
have meant Erica abandoning the
company's leadership track that she had
worked tirelessly to be on.

My work as state treasurer matters to me,
to Erica and to others. But if my wife
continues to be successful at Kellogg, she
could help the company grow, invest and
hire more in Illinois. So, too, with all
women who contribute to our companies,
schools, governments and nonprofits. If
my wife and women like her reach their
fullest potential, we all do better because
of it. Maybe this is doubly important to
me because I have a daughter Ella, 14, and
I want her to know that her work matters
as much as any man's.

We're all familiar with the gender pay gap
and the lingering inequality between men
and women. Part of that is due to the
attitude that a man's career should come
first. About a decade ago, the Harvard
Business Review surveyed multiple
generations of male and female graduates
of Harvard Business School. Elite
business school grads are hardly a full
reflection of American society, but the
study provides insight into what a set of
ambitious men and women believe.

The study found that a majority of men --
including young men -- believed their
career should take precedence over their
partners'. Meanwhile, 40% of female
graduates reported finding that their
careers took lower precedence than their
partner's. The study also reported that
female graduates had, on average, less
responsibility and lower pay than male
alumni.
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There are multifaceted reasons for these
discrepancies, but unequal expectations
within marriage seem -- at least for one
group of educated people -- to have
contributed to unequal outcomes.

As an elected official, I tend to think in
terms of public policy and often ask how
government might address a problem.
There's a lot that government can do to
help women achieve equality at home and
at work. But decisions about career and
home are as much personal, domestic
decisions as they are fodder for public
policy.

When it comes to the career advancement
of our spouses, men -- even, apparently,
some of the most educated among us --
have a long way to go. Simply put, more of
us need to make the sometimes-
challenging sacrifices necessary to make
our partner's careers as important as our
own.
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In late spring of 2023 right before the 
twins arrived, my wife was promoted to 
vice president, and my daughter and I 
moved to Chicago. To me, this move has 
been about true partnership. 

• Michael Frerichs has served as Illinois 
State Treasurer since 2015 and recently, 
with his wife Erica, purchased a home in 
Chicago. 
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