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Prior it izing teacher , 
student , and community 

voice in  Financial 
Educaiton .

Presented by Dustin Voss



GRATITUDE
Thank you for being here for your students and 
your communities.

I am so grateful that there are people in our 
State that seek to be responsive to the rapidly 
changing world our students are growing up in.

Because our world is so rapidly changing, I invite 
you to ask questions, challenge me. I am always 
revising my thinking as well.

From the bottom of our hearts, I thank you!
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1. Explor e ways t o r ecr u it  an d u t ilize t eacher , s t uden t , an d 

com m un it y voice in  Fin acn ial Educat ion .

1. Leave wit h  ideas fr om  our  cr osswalk for  what  t o use or  how t o t h in k 
abou t  t each in g Fin Ed.

Session Object ives

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-KOfSDbAMHavUwRJIbbGMcLQR7U0fj9sY27HwcbjO4/edit?usp=sharing


1. What brings you to the conference? If 
you’re a teacher, what do you teach or 
what is your focus?

What’s your  teacher  
story?



1. Your money story is going to impact 
how you teach and why you teach 
financial literacy. It is worth it to 
share.

What’s your  Money 
Story

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18eR1Q_TsXNyql-OGg_ApXT4Pxr4GqSHM/view


What  quest ions for  each group?

Teachers Students Community

1. What is your big big 
big goal for 
students?

2. What standards to 
prioritize?

3. How will we measure 
those standards?

1. What decisions are 
you already making 
facing scarcity?

2. What do you notice 
about other people’s 
choices?

3. What are you curious 
about in the world of 
money and finance?

1. What scams, 
scheme, and threats 
is our community 
vulnerable to?

2. What supports and 
opportunity are 
there?



Your Answers (You speak, I’ll record)



Answers

Teachers Decision Making Translation

Our standards in IL lean 
vague. They decision-
making right in the 
center.

(1) SS.9-12.EC.1. Analyze how 
scarcity and incentives influence 
the consumption choices for 
goods and services made by 
different individuals and 
communities and evaluate the role 
of scarcity, both from nature and 
Human-made.

(1) SS.9-12.EC.2. Use marginal 
benefits and marginal costs to 
propose solutions to a significant 
issue for an individual or 
community and evaluate the 
effectiveness of applying 
cost/marginal benefits to account 
for economic differences across 
multiple communities.

1. Idividual choices are 
never simply good or bad, 
need, or want. They’re 
always contextual about 
people facing scarcity 
and the influences around 
them.

2. Use cost/benefit analysis 
and reflect on how costs 
and benefits might be 
different across contexts.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PTcwEFvSUzdiHqvoP1W0pmJlrSoCeS5MELHXjhQ86nE/edit?tab=t.0


1. Research and budgets
2. Interest rates and inflation
3. Credit
4. Evaluate risk, compare returns, and understand diversification. Examine your 

own risk disposition.
5. Analyze government policies in relation to incentives, inefficiencies, and 

outcomes.
6. Understand how coginitive bias and incentives influence individual decisions.
7. Banking and mortgages.

Content  from 9 standards for  FinLit



The BIG GOAL



Anticipatory Set

1. What does being Rich mean to you?



Show & Tell my Crosswalk

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-KOfSDbAMHavUwRJIbbGMcLQR7U0fj9sY27HwcbjO4/edit?usp=sharing


A responsive Example

Routines and Procedures to make sure tech works and students build 
competency in using word processors (google docs).

1. Launch with Module 0 Lessons 1.

2. Extended with The Millionaire Game from the Crosswalk

3. Teach Module 0 Lesson 2 (Values narrowing)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z5hTunSVvTNkrvyLTHCcfIoLPmmoBNiMyLtApQOu1QU/edit#slide=id.p5


How do we measure?



1. Do we have evidence Amber 
has elevated her values?

2. Do we have evidence that 
lines to Amber’s goals are 
becoming clearer?

3. What could a teacher do to 
affirm Amber’s identity, 
values, and effort here?

What  it  might  look like 
at  the end of the 1st  
week…





Key Take- Away:

● Empowered! is a Fr am ewor k, you can  
and should add, adjust , edit , and 
assess for  your  students.

● Module 0  can  powerfully center  
Students’ own vision , values, and 
goals so that  they will persist !



Decision- Making: Making 
it  clearer  and disciplinary



Economic Concepts helping us slow down and 
make better  descisions

1. The Decision-Making Strategies of:
a. Cost/Benefit Analysis (yes/no)
b. 5-step Decision Making (Choose among options)

i. AKA PACED: Problem, Alternatives, Criteria, Evaluation, Decision
c. Selective use of Impulse (automate decisions)

1. The Theory of Demand & Supply (How to predict the future)

2. Understanding Influences or Behavioral Economics



Show & Tell my Crosswalk

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-KOfSDbAMHavUwRJIbbGMcLQR7U0fj9sY27HwcbjO4/edit?usp=sharing


Key Take- Aways:

● Module 1 in t roduces the tools
students use throughout  the unit . 
You decide what  is useful.

● Costs and Benefit s are  not  limited 
to how much we pay or  what  we 
pay for… socia l cur rency.

● Leverage student  and community 
for  pract ical applicat ions



A Suggest ed Scope & Sequen ce

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-KOfSDbAMHavUwRJIbbGMcLQR7U0fj9sY27HwcbjO4/edit#bookmark=id.v1io1q79wv6j
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-KOfSDbAMHavUwRJIbbGMcLQR7U0fj9sY27HwcbjO4/edit#bookmark=id.v1io1q79wv6j


Module 2: Money- Management

Essen t ial Quest ion s

● How will developing effect ive spending 
habits affect  my financial future?

● How do I prepare a budget  to make wise 
spending decisions?

● How can I use my knowledge and skills to 
address barr iers within  the economic 
system?

For  You:
1. When , if ever , have you  budget ed/ saved 

successfu lly? For  what ? How?

2. When  you  have failed? Why?

https://www.youngadultmoney.com/6-different-ways-to-budget-your-money/


Mon ey Man agem en t best  pr act ice:
1. Be honest , th is is the hardest  th ing in  personal finance.
2. Ask students to TRACK THEIR SPENDING!
3. Refer  back to Module 1
4. Compare budget ing methods
5. Make a decision  on  how/ when to teach taxes.

Favor it e  Lesson / Act ivit y ou t s ide Empower ed: The Bean  Gam e, Case St udy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MRzOVjYtctMlYpLogKbdc5ZCgBO1b8Rc-FlbGfE5IA4/edit
https://cowinfinancialliteracy.tc.columbia.edu/classroom-materials/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1m_TBjlewDiXSh9dTOGe44ilCBbih854k/edit#slide=id.p7


Module 3: Banking

Essen t ial Quest ion s

● How does maintain ing an  account  with a 
financial inst itut ion  cont r ibute to my 
future financial success?

● What  banking services are available and 
how do I build a posit ive relat ionship with 
a financial inst itut ion?

● How is the banking system organized and 
managed? 

non-bank, credit union, or 
FinTech

,

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14K7pp4fh_TSo7umynwZw2rpSeIaCU0Zo


Ban kin g best  pr act ice:

1. Combine with module 2

2. Community Research/ Share your  exper ience.

3. Compare actual banks and credit  unions!

4. The bot tom line is that  bank accounts should be NO FEE, NO 
MINIMUM, and PAY YOU INTEREST!

Favor it e Lesson / Act ivit y ou t side Empowered: Ban k Resear ch , 
Bank Fair

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14K7pp4fh_TSo7umynwZw2rpSeIaCU0Zo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y5Xf7g8xoFmSpyU5Emhom7K2PxhDaVdF4sTfSc7F8_M/edit


Simulat ing budget ing is hard BoA x Personal 
Finance Lab has one of the best  sims out  there.

https://www.personalfinancelab.com/budget-game/


Module 4: Credit

Essen t ial Quest ion s

● How does the use of credit  affect  my 
financial future?

● What  do I need to know to manage credit  
wisely?

● Why is credit  not  equally available to all 
communit ies?

https://edpuzzle.com/media/5e4d3dc730d1a640b7552ee8
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Cr edit  Best  Pr act ice
1. Preview vocabulary, observe and measure use.
2. Do some math! (Rule of 72!) and use calculators
3. The one t ruly, free place to get  ver ified informat ion . 

Favor it e  Lesson / Act ivit y ou t side Empower ed: Invite  guest  speakers from 
Car eChicago

Credit Cards
Know yourself!
Be Careful!
Pay your FULL BALANCE each month!

https://www.myfico.com/credit-education/calculators/loan-savings-calculator/
https://carechicago.org/
https://www.myfico.com/credit-education/calculators/loan-savings-calculator/
https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action


Module 5: Insurance

Essen t ial Quest ion s

•  How does insurance protect  me financially?

•   How is invest ing beneficial as a way to meet  
long- term goals?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19T3f7dWezFNsKt1_q1qPVwmy_xyqxpCs78xkStjbD_o/edit?usp=sharing


In su r an ce Best  Pr act ice
1. Provide real life  examples to examine cost .
2. Games of chance are useful

Favor it e  Resour ce Ou t side Em power ed:

https://www.ngpf.org/arcade/


Module 6: Investment

Essen t ial Quest ion s

•   How is investing beneficial as a way 
to meet long-term goals



Key Idea

Day Trading or….
Investing?

These are not  the same, but  you will 
hear  people use these words 
clumsily.



In vest in g (Stax) Tr adin g/ Specu lat ion  (Rupunzl, IL Stock Market  
Game, MarketWatch)

1. Low r isk, long term (10+years) reward

2. Tax- Advantaged Accounts

3. Low fee

4. Pay your self fir st (deposit s)

5. Index Mutual Funds or  ETFs

6. Individual invests according to their  r isk 
profile

7. Goals: Long term financial independence, 
Ret irement , College, Home- buying, 
Wedding, Something to pass on  to 
children .

1. High r isk, potent ial shor t  term reward (>5 
years) 

2. Fully taxed Accounts

3. Transact ion  fees

4. Research or  luck (gains)

5. Individual Shares of Stock or  other  
secur it ies.

6. Individual is r isk tolerant

7. Goals: Shor t  term gain , buying a car , 
financial independence

https://www.ngpf.org/arcade/
http://www.rapunzlinvestments.com/
https://www.stockmarketgame.org/
https://www.stockmarketgame.org/
https://www.marketwatch.com/games


Module 7: Consumer Protect ions

Essen t ial Quest ion s

•  What personal and government safeguards 
exist to protect me, as a consumer?

•  How can I protect myself from scams, fraud, 
and identity theft?



Con sum er  Pr ot ect ion s Best  Pr act ice
1. Frame as “protect ing wealth”
2. From consumer to “consumer advocate”
3. Potent ial for  Service Learning Inquiry Project
4. Consider  teaching throughout

Favor it e  Lesson / Act ivit y ou t side Empower ed: Collect ive Bargain ing 
Simulat ion or  Individual Negot iat ion

https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/collective-bargaining-simulation-243871
https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/collective-bargaining-simulation-243871
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ecQ0ZTM6cgHUJWQIdO--OdO381WDU-PQ/edit


Assessment  of your  FinEd Unit s

● Use Pr e- Assessm en t s (ant icipatory sets, like the millionaire  game)

● Con n ect  an d r elat e t o s t uden t s’ lives: Homework to “talk with a t rusted 
adult .”

● Vocabu lar y: Collect  evidence and give feedback on use of academic 
vocabulary. A good spot  is Exit  Tickets.
St uden t s r eflect  on  values an d con n ect  t heir  lear n in g. Ask students to 
discuss, write/ present , or  add to their  plan . You can even Share with us.

● St uden t s t ake act ion using what  they have learned .

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z5hTunSVvTNkrvyLTHCcfIoLPmmoBNiMyLtApQOu1QU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G5nz0mz0-s8jdyAaq19ltyfPyMr2jA7wCLjIlGe0_Mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G5nz0mz0-s8jdyAaq19ltyfPyMr2jA7wCLjIlGe0_Mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MSTQqV76oshmoupjPTbuy7GqZ2fwJl_kyNigC2ucSJ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mzk1NzAzODAwNDcx/a/NDIzODI1MTUzNDI2/details


Closure



1) To what  extent  do you feel bet ter  prepared to center  teacher , student , 
and community decision  in  your  teaching of Financial Literacy?

a) I’m worse off
b) Not  all
c) Somewhat
d) I can  center  teacher , student , or  community but  not  confident  on  all 3.
e) I can  do it , and I’m ready to help others.

2) Is there an  act ivity or  st rategy from this presentat ion  you plan  to use with 
students this year?

a) Yes
b) no

Exit  Poll


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	GRATITUDE
	Session Objectives
	What’s your teacher story?
	What’s your Money Story
	What questions for each group?
	Your Answers (You speak, I’ll record)
	Answers
	Content from 9 standards for FinLit
	Slide Number 11
	Anticipatory Set

	Show & Tell my Crosswalk
	A responsive Example
	Slide Number 15
	What it might look like at the end of the 1st week…
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Economic Concepts helping us slow down and make better descisions
	Show & Tell my Crosswalk
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Module 2: Money-Management
	Slide Number 25
	Module 3: Banking
	Slide Number 27
	Simulating budgeting is hard BoA x Personal Finance Lab has one of the best sims out there.
	Module 4: Credit
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Module 5: Insurance
	Slide Number 33
	Module 6: Investment
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Module 7: Consumer Protections
	Slide Number 38
	Assessment of your FinEd Units

	Slide Number 40
	Exit Poll

